
 
 

 

 Milan, July 27, 2021 

 

  

 

Dear friends, 

 

 As you know, following the publication of the General Decree issued by the Dicastery 

for the Laity, Family and Life regarding the exercise of government in international associations 

of the faithful, I immediately communicated to the Prefect of the Dicastery, Cardinal Farrell, our 

full willingness to fulfill all that was requested. I would therefore like to inform you of the steps 

we have taken so far and of those we intend to take in this direction. 

 

 In the weeks since then, the Executive Committee of the Fraternity, together with several 

expert jurists, began an intense reflection on the regulatory requirements needed to stipulate the 

duration of mandates for positions on the central governing body of the Fraternity, and methods 

of participation in the appointment of members of the Central Diaconia and of the President. 

 

 We wanted to share the steps in our work with the Dicastery from the beginning, and 

consequently, Roberto Fontolan, director of the CL International Center and also a member of 

the Dicastery, recently met with Cardinal Farrell. 

 

 In the course of the conversation, which was very cordial, some aspects of the new rules 

were better explained, the timeline for the process that applies to all lay association was clarified 

and the great importance of the Assembly being convened by the Dicastery on September 16, 

inviting representatives from all the movements, associations and new communities, was 

underlined.  

 

 To move toward the concrete implementation of the Decree, we now plan to share the 

operational modalities at the next working meeting of the Central Diaconia, scheduled for the 

end of August. The occasion of the Assembly on September 16 will, then, allow us to verify and 

deepen our working hypothesis, which we, in any case, intend to develop in dialogue with the 

Dicastery. In light of the indications that emerge, we will begin the process that will lead to the 

replacement of the members of the Central Diaconia and of the President, which will involve 

each of us, whether directly or indirectly.  

 

 To face this circumstance to which the Church is calling us, there is nothing more 

important than becoming aware of the nature of our true need. This clear awareness of ourselves 

will help us to recognize what we need to live, and; therefore, to identify the people in whom we 

see the grace of the charism shining through, that same attraction that won us over in our 

encounter and changed our life at its very root. The more we follow the attraction the Lord’s 

Spirit is using right now to lead us – filling ourselves with sufficient reasons and the enthusiasm 

needed to continue to live our belonging to the movement, which is so essential to our belonging 

to Christ in the Church – the more it will be easy to recognize the people who will be able to 

guide us in the new phase that is opening before us. 
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 Let us help one another not to overlook the profundity of the question, sustaining one 

another above all in prayer and in faithfulness to the work of School of Community we are doing, 

personally and in our groups. I also suggest that you revisit the book Generating Traces in the 

History of the World, which we started to study last year, and which lays out the method God 

uses to help men recognize Him in history – as documented from John and Andrew up to our 

charism – a crucial help in truly and fully facing this new circumstance. 

 

 Yours, with all the affection of which I am capable,   

 

 

 

    Fr. Julián Carrón   

 

 
                

                                                                                                   


