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“Jesus Christ loves you; He gave His life to save you; and now He is liv-
ing at your side every day to enlighten, strengthen and free you.” This first
proclamation is called “first” not because it exists at the beginning and can
then be forgotten or replaced by other more importane things. It is first in
a qualitative sense because it is the principal prodamation, the one which
we must hear again and again in different ways. It is the message capable
of responding to the desire for the infinite which abides in every human
heart. Bue this conviction has to be sustained by our own constandy
renewed experience of savoring Chuist’s friendship and His message, con-
vinced from personal experience that it is not the same thing to have
known Jesus as not to have known Him, not the same thing to walk with
Him as to walk blindly. We know well that with Jesus life becomes richer
and that with Him it is easier to find meaning in everything,

Pope Francis

As a resul of the education I received at home, my seminary training,
and my reflections later in life, [ came to believe deeply thar only a faith
arising from life experience and confirmed by it (and, therefore, rele-
vant to life’s needs) could be sufficiently strong to survive in a world
where everything, everything pointed in the opposite direction.
Showing the relevance of faith to life’s needs, and therefore-and this
“therefore” is important for me—showing that faich is rational, implies
a specific concept of rationality. When we say that faich exalts rational-
ity; we mean that faith corresponds to some fundamental, original need
that all men and women feel in their hearts. It follows thar a justifica-
tion of faith entails describing ever more amply and intensely the effects
of the presence of Christ in the life of the authentic Church, the
Church whose “guard” is the Roman Pope.
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